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R obert J. Lehner, son of Irving R. and Bertha (Gold) Lehner, husband of Lisa

Berlow Lehner, father of Isabelle Bronte Madeline, brother of Hon. Edward
Lehner (Lois), uncle of Brynne Colter and Ivy Stahl, and loyal friend to many, died

January 15, 2023 of complications from Parkinson’s Disease. Robert (Bob) grew up in

Washington Heights, NYC, attended Columbia College (BA 1957) where he played
baseball and basketball, earning the Blair Bat (highest batting average in the Ivies) in

1957. He played minor league baseball for the Cleveland Indians organization, before
attending Columbia Law School ( JD 1961). Robert’s distinguished public service

included serving as an Assistant District Attorney in Manhattan and as Chief of the

Homicide Bureau under District Attorneys Frank Hogan and Robert Morgenthau
(1961-1976). He then served as the Deputy Chief Counsel for the U.S. House of

Representatives’ Select Committee on Assassinations, where he led the investigation
into the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1976-1978). Bob served in the

U.S. Department of Justice from 1978 until his retirement in 2022, as the Chief of the

Organized Crime Strike Force (Miami) and then as Assistant U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of Florida. Bob was the moral North Star for all who knew him; his

kindness, courage, humility, and integrity will be sorely missed and eternally
remembered.
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PY Peter Yellin posted:

I am heart broken to learn of the loss of Bobby.A star amongst stars, yet so humble and kind.Peter

Yellin C C ‘57

February 16 at 10:02 AM

Anonymous sent a sympathy card to the Lehner family.

January 23 at 5:59 AM

KP Kevin Pedersen posted:

I was greatly blessed to be gifted by having Robert selected to lead the prosecution of several of my

DEA trials in Miami. What an honorable man who fought like a pit bull in court. I will always remember

the celebration lunches he would provide me with when our guilty convictions came down. I will miss

him. Kevin Pedersen

January 17 at 2:54 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Robert by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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